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Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Education and Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:  December 2, 2010 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
John Toscano, Chairman, Fred Orelove, Brian Clukey, Doug Cox, Ron Lanier, Joyce Knight, and guest Martha Harris, J. T. Tate, John Toscano, and Kristina Sherman 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
None
VBPD STAFF PRESENT:
Katherine Lawson, Kara White

VACANCY:


CALL TO ORDER:  The Education and Outreach Committee was called to order by the Chairman, John Toscano at 8:35 a.m.  
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  John Toscano asked for the committee to review the Minutes of the committee’s June 9, 2010 meeting and requested any corrections.  There was a request by Fred Orelove for approval, and Ron Lanier seconded and the minutes were APPROVED unanimously.  

REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING: John Toscano asked Katherine Lawson to review the Executive Committee meeting activities and discussion which took place December 1, 2010. Katherine Lawson provided highlights from the December 1st Executive Committee meeting including:  highlights from the Consumer Satisfaction Survey, the State Plan draft process and the Assessment review process. She indicated there had been discussion of progress in the area of housing through Board staff work with the Housing Expansion Task Force, and work through the Disability Commission as they are also interested in improving housing options for people with disabilities. Heidi Lawyer joined the meeting and added that possible improvements coming forward in the area of Livable Home Tax Credits in Virginia through the work of the Disability Commission as well. The Easy Living Home Replication in Virginia continues to have an impact and in October many packets were distributed for Habitat of Virginia to their affiliate’s state wide. 
REVIEW OF GRANTS AND LIAS ION ACTIVITIES:  Ms. Lawson was asked to review progress toward attaining the goals of the state plan during the last two quarters. The June meeting had been slated for the strategic planning retreat, therefore two quarters of activity and project management were presented. 
 The committee then discussed the activities undertaken by staff reflected in Board attachments. The four grants and additional contracts managed by Ms. Lawson are all running smoothly. Staff also reviewed plans for not only the strategic planning retreat proposed to take place in September, 2010, but discussed the specific steps which have been taken to obtain public input through public forums, review of letters and e-mails. John Toscano shared a review of the discussion of consumer satisfaction research presented in the Executive Committee by Barb Dodd. The indicated that there were varying points of view discussed but general agreement that the Board members bring special perspectives to their Board service which is paramount in deliberating future directions in the state plan and objectives and outcomes planned. It was agreed that the univariate data provided did not provide cross tabulations and it was difficult to discern trends among survey respondents, by disability or family member category.  John Toscano indicated that it may be in order to survey the Board members to assess how best they can be a catalyst to systemic transformation. 
The four grants are moving forward with meeting projected targets. The Virginia Navigator expansion is well underway, and one of the most outstanding features is the education of public policy makers about improving the quality of life for Virginia’s seniors and individuals with disabilities through improved community supports.  There was also discussion of the Phillips grant, and discussion of follow along for the Self Advocacy Mobilization Grant which has resulted in ten individuals speaking for themselves in the area of quality assurance.  Though the submissions of the draft strategic plan and draft by-laws need work, they are to be completed in 2011 as the Virginian’s Advocates Leading United Together plan to file papers for incorporation in February 2011. Their work plan also includes meeting with an attorney in December 2010 to review materials.  
SPONSORED PROGRAMS UPDATES:   The Sponsored Programs Assistant, Kara White, provided an update for the Youth Leadership Forum. She indicated the retreat had been very informative, and that plans are now underway for the TLF to expand the use of social media technology, and that he next class is planned to occur July 18-22nd at VCU. The committee was excited about the new venue in Richmond which is a more central location for the program. Also, this location is close to the Capital and youth will have greater access to the Capital where legislation is formed and debated. The Chairman thanked Kara for her hard work. In Erin’s absence, Kara briefly reviewed progress on the Partners in Policy making program indicating it was running smoothly.  
REVIEW OF COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES: Katherine Lawson gave a brief overview of the consumer satisfaction data collection and the presentation given by Barb Dodd to the Executive Committee. There was engaging discussion by members of the committee and agreement that the results were very good, but the instrument could be improved upon. Ms Lawson also indicated that the agency was rebuilding the “Able to Choose website, through a contract with the Virginia Department of Rehabilitative Services. Barb Dodd has been working on this with that agency since she arrived. 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Mr. Toscano called for any additional business, and there was none.

 ADJOURN:  There being no further business, Fred Orelove MOVED for adjournment, which was SECONDED by J.T. Tate, and APPROVED unanimously, and the committee meeting was adjourned at 10:15 am.   
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