FINAL

Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Education and Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 

Date:  March 16, 2011 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
John Toscano, Chairman, Fred Orelove, Brian Clukey, Doug Cox, Ron Lanier, C. J. Tate, Joyce Knight and guest, Sandra Fritton
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
None
VBPD STAFF PRESENT:
Katherine Lawson, Kara White, Barb Dodd
VACANCY:


CALL TO ORDER:  The Education and Outreach Committee was called to order by the Chairman, John Toscano, at 8:40 a.m.  
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  John Toscano asked for the committee to review the Minutes of the committee’s December 2, 2010 meeting and requested any corrections.  There was a MOTION for approval by Fred Orelove and the MOTION was seconded by Ron Lanier and the minutes were APPROVED unanimously.  

REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING: John Toscano asked Katherine Lawson to review the Executive Committee meeting activities and discussion which took place March 15, 2011. Katherine Lawson provided highlights of the Executive Committee meeting including: a review of the Draft Summary of Assessment Recommendations, a report of the Assessment Ad Hoc Committee, and a review of the new state plan template provided by the Administration of Developmental Disabilities. There was discussion of the amendments to the proposed 2012-2016 State Plan Draft and the changes to include more concrete outcomes proposed for annual and five year targets. Though the federal government has not yet finalized the final outcomes measures, the agency will use previous outcomes associated with previous state plans as they are not envisioned to change. 
REVIEW OF GRANTS AND LIAISON ACTIVITIES:  Ms. Lawson was asked to review progress toward attaining the goals of the state plan during the last two quarters. The following grants were detailed: 
· Self Advocates Leading Together 

· Using 21st Technology and Skills to Promote Employment Success 

· Creating a Community-Based Network of Virginia Navigator Centers

· Self Advocacy and Mobilization-Post Grant Monitoring

Of particular note is the outstanding progress made within the Phillips grant entitled, “Using 21st Technology and Skills to Promote Employment Success,” which presented a workshop on the project at the 2011 Transition Forum. The second grant detailed and discussed was, “Creating a Community-Based Network of Virginia Navigator Centers,” a grant which experienced cost savings during their most recent cycle of consumer survey research. This Senior Navigator grant enabled the grantee to conduct a “Summit” with Board funds to enable progress toward their marketing strategy development.  In summary, the four grants are moving forward with meeting projected targets. 

SPONSORED PROGRAMS UPDATES:   The Sponsored Programs Assistant,  Kara White, provided an update for the Youth Leadership Forum and Partners in Policy Making. She indicated there were only two applications for YLF, but that traditionally applications arrive late in March before the March 31st deadline. The current class of PIP is going forward with the recent legislative forum a tremendous success. 
Kara White announced the recent acceptance of Matthew Shapiro, a YLF Graduate, into the American Association of People with Disabilities internship program in Washington D,C. for this summer. Ms. White also reported that a Partner graduate, Lauren Roche, was recently appointed to the State Independent Living Council.
REVIEW OF COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES: Barb Dodd outlined recent activities provided in the Board Packet and provided details regarding the need for increased funds to support the social media activities associated with the Board’s interest in posting information using newer social media technologies and outlets on the internet through multiple venues. There was interest by the Committee in knowing more about the agencies funds available and learning how to support the Marketing function with agency funds through more grants and contracts.  Ms. Dodd reported upon a successful visit to the Sprayground initiative in Fairfax County Virginia and the opening of the park. The groundbreaking is slated to occur May 21, 2011, with a final opening to the public on May 28, 2011. 
REVIEW OF PROPOSED STATE PLAN 

Katherine Lawson distributed the amended proposed State Plan with more specific targets. There was much discussion and a MOTION by C. J. Tate to APPROVE the proposed changes with two wording amendments, and it was SECONDED by Brian Clukey.  

REVIEW OF 2011 ASSESSMENT DRAFT KEY FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Katherine Lawson distributed the 2011 Assessment Draft Key Findings and Recommendations that are proposed and the committee discussed the relevant portions related to education, training, employment, and transition, as well as self advocacy. Following discussion, a MOTION was made by Brian Clukey to APPROVE the proposed changes. It was SECONDED by Fred Orelove. 

REVIEW OF CONTRACT PROPOSAL ENTITLED, “Diagnosis and treatment of Developmental Disabilities in Racially, Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Communities.” The proposal was included in the Board packet with a narrative of activities and attached proposed budget. The Committee reviewed the proposal and agreed that action would be delayed pending more specific information regarding proposed plan. There was a MOTION by Doug Cox, SECONDED by Ron Lanier to delay action until a later Board meeting pending receipt of more information on the proposed conference. 
OTHER BUSINESS:  Mr. Toscano called for any additional business, and there was none.

 ADJOURN:  There being no further business, Fred Orelove MOVED for adjournment, which was SECONDED by C. J. Tate, and APPROVED unanimously, and the committee meeting was adjourned at 10:15 am.   
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