DRAFT


Virginia Board for People with Disabilities
Community Living and Transportation Committee Meeting Minutes

Date:  December 7, 2011

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Rose Williams, Mary Margaret Cash, Stephen Joseph, Linda Broady-Myers, Brian Clukey, Maggie Disney, April Niamtu, 
VBPD STAFF PRESENT: 
Teri Barker-Morgan

CALL TO ORDER:
8:35 a.m.

REVIEW OF AGENDA:  The meeting was called to order at 8:35.  Committee Chair, Rose Williams, welcomed Committee members.  The Chair proceeded to review the agenda and asked if there were any questions.  

REVIEW OF COMMITTEE MINUTES: Rose Williams, Chairperson, asked for any corrections to the September 14, 2011 minutes.  There were none.  Mary Margaret Cash made a MOTION that the minutes be approved as written and April Niamtu seconded. The MOTION was carried unanimously.   

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE:  Rose Williams and Committee staff, Teri Morgan, provided an update of the December 6, 2011 Executive Committee meeting.  It was reported that the Executive Committee instructed Committee chairs to solicit 2 committee members and one alternate to participate on the grant review committee and to remind individuals that they needed to be available on each scheduled meeting dates. 
Hearing the request, Linda Brody-Myers volunteered.  Maggie Disney volunteered to be an alternate.  Other Committee members reported that they were not available on all meeting dates therefore could not volunteer.
DISCUSSION OF ACHIEVEMENTS OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES:

The committee reviewed and discussed current State Plan Objectives and discussed grant activities relevant to its objectives.  Staff informed the Committee about the Governor’s Housing Conference, the strong focus on the housing needs for people with disabilities, and the THA Toolkit pre-conference training session that took place during the Governor’s Housing Conference. 
EASYLIVING HOME UPDATE:
Committee staff provided an update on the EasyLiving Home program.  The committee received an update on the activities during the past quarter including the status of hiring a part-time staff person.  EasyLiving Home had a delay in the hiring of a staff person which impacted the program’s ability to expend funds by December 31st per the contract.  For this reason EasyLiving Home has asked for a 6 month no cost extension.  Linda Brody-Myers made a MOTION to take the request to the full Board as a recommendation and Maggie Disney seconded.  
REVIEW OF DRAFT DRPT SOLICITATION LETTER:

The CLT Committee reviewed the draft solicitation letter to DRPT for the development of a transportation program to meet the following state plan objective: TR 2-15:  Support at least 1 initiative that promotes the creation of affordable transportation options in rural and/or underserved areas.  Linda Brody-Myers made a MOTION to approve the solicitation letter as written and Mary Margaret Cash seconded.  The committee will recommend full Board approval.
ASSET DEVELOPMENT:  

John Kregel with VCU RRTC presented to the CLT committee on asset development was.  
Mr. Kregel defined asset development as “an anti-poverty strategy that advances economic opportunity by facilitating the development of personal and financial assets for low-income individuals and families.”  He reported that half of all working age adults who experience poverty each year have a disability and that 71% of SSI beneficiaries currently live below the poverty level.    One important factor is that 50% of individuals with disabilities are “unbanked.”  Unbanked individuals have no access to financial services (services that include savings, credit, money transfer, insurance or pensions) through any type of financial sector organization such as banks, non-bank financial institutions, financial cooperatives and credit unions.
Mr. Kregel made a few suggestions on opportunities for the Board to have a positive impact to move forward asset development strategies.  
Possibilities include:

· Development of a state IDA program for the purchase of Assistive Technology

· Board can initiate public awareness about the Earned Income Tax Credit, currently ½ of people eligible do not take the credit – which is a great opportunity to begin saving assets.  

· Increase opportunities for people with disabilities to access and benefit from financial education and development programs. People with disabilities need to become financial planners.

PLANNING FOR NEXT MEETING: 
The meeting adjourned at 10:45.
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