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Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Community Integration Committee Meeting Minutes

Date:  December 7 2011 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Charles Meacham; Chairperson; Steve Ankiel (for Terry Smith, Long Term Care Division, DMAS); Norma Draper; Lee Price (DBHDS/ODS); Ralph Owen; Kathleen Vaughan, VDA; and Ron Lanier, VDDHH
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:
Jason Neal & Sherry Confer (VOPA)
VBPD STAFF PRESENT:
Linda Redmond (staff liaison)
GUEST:
Paula & Bob Pizzanno, JPMF

Amanda Johnson, JPMF 
CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 8:40 am by Charles Meacham, Chairperson.  Mr. Meacham asked members to review the agenda for possible revisions; and none were made.   
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:  The minutes for the September 14, 2011 Community Integration Committee meeting were reviewed. There were no corrections.  Steve Ankiel made a MOTION to approve the minutes as written, and Norma Draper seconded the MOTION. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING UPDATE:  Mr. Meacham provided the Committee with highlights of the discussion and issues addressed in the Executive Committee held on December 6th.  
DISCUSSION OF ACHIEVEMENT OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES – Liaison Activities and Grant Projects.  Linda Redmond reported on the past quarter’s activities and outcomes of the grant project, Improvement & Expansion of Consumer-Directed Services. Under liaison activities, she pointed out participation in the VDH Minority Health & Health Equity Advisory Council and the Health & Human Resources Data Sharing workgroup. 

Mr. Meacham asked Ms. Redmond to introduce the presenters who report today on activities, outcomes, and “lessons learned” from the grant project, Our Special Harbour – Sprayground, which closed September 30, 2011.  Ms. Redmond introduced Paula and Bob Pizzanno and Amanda Johnson from the Joey Pizzanno Memorial Fund (JPMF) who provided handouts and a powerpoint presentation on the project.  A question and answer period followed their presentation. The Committee expressed its appreciation for their work and accomplishments. A 5-minute break then was taken.  
DISCUSSION & DEVELOPMENT of FFY 2013 REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS & RELATED INVESTMENTS UNDER 2012-16 STATE PLAN:  Mr. Meacham briefly instructed the Committee on the task. Ms.  Redmond provided a brief overview of the project description under the Community Supports Area of Emphasis.  Mr. Meacham asked for any suggestions for improvement or revision.  There were none.  Sarah Ratner made a MOTION to send a recommendation to the Board to accept the CS proposal as written; and Kathleen Vaughan seconded.  The MOTION passed unanimously.

Mr. Meacham then invited discussion of a potential solicitation letter for a concept paper from the VCU School of Dentistry. Several members requested revisions in text. Consensus was to make revisions, which would: emphasize Board interest in a project concept that builds upon existing resources, programs and funding and results in statewide application; and include reference to communication assistance in the examples of accommodation. Norma Draper made a MOTION to send a recommendation to the Board to approve sending the solicitation letter to VCU School of Dentistry with identified edits; and Ron Lanier seconded.  The MOTION passed unanimously.
Last, the committee reviewed and discussed a request from the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services for $10,000 to support its participation in the National Core Indicators (NCI) project, sponsored by the U.S. Administration on Developmental Disabilities.  The NCI project goal is to encourage development of a standardized set of performance measures for ID/DD services among the states.  Ms. Redmond reviewed highlights of the project.  After some discussion, Kathleen Vaughan made a MOTION to send a recommendation to the Board to approve this funding request; and Sarah Ratner seconded.  The MOTION passed unanimously.  
OTHER BUSINESS:  There was none.  
ADJOURNMENT:  Mr. Meacham adjourned the meeting at 10:43 am.  
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