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The Virginia Board for People with Disabilities’ ad-hoc Board Recognition Special Committee held a meeting to review nominations and confirm its recommendation prior to the Board’s quarterly meeting on December 2, 2009, at the Wyndham Hotel, Richmond Airport, Richmond, Virginia.  


Attendance:  
Members of the Board Recognition Special Committee in attendance included:  
Committee Members 
Standing Committee Membership 
Kenley Mays, Chair 
Community Living/Transportation 
Christy Bishop (by conference call)
Education & Outreach
Jason Neal (by conference call)
Community Living/Transportation 
Cecily Rodriguez
Employment
Martha Toomey (by conference call)
Community Integration
Christy Crowther, Ex-Officio
Board Chair
Staff Support:
Tom Driscoll, Marketing Manager  

Report:  
A summary of the committee’s discussions and actions follows.  
WELCOME:  After overcoming technical difficulties with the conference call, Mr. Driscoll welcomed the participants at 10:20am and thanked them for their participation.  He reviewed the agenda which was distributed by e-mail and post prior to the meeting.  
SELECTION OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Board Chair Christy Crowther then invited volunteers wishing to serve as the Special Committee’s Chair and Spokesperson to report to the full Board.  After a brief discussion, Mr. Mays volunteered to serve as Special Committee Chair, was accepted by acclamation, and proceeded to lead the remainder of the Committee’s discussions.  

ESTABLISHMENT OF CRITERIA:  Prior to beginning its discussion of the specific nominations made by Board members, the Special Committee discussed the criteria that it would consider in making its recommendations to the full Board.  At its September meeting, the full Board reaffirmed that while there would be no formal criteria for Board members to consider in making their nominations, it would be up to the Special Committee to determine its criteria, if any, for recommendations to the full Board.  

After thorough discussion, the Special Committee identified basic criteria in keeping with the Board’s own goals and with the federal Developmental Disabilities and Bill of Rights Act that authorizes the Board and supports its activities.  Specifically, the Special Committee determined that in order to be recommended for recognition, a nominee’s activities must:  
· Reflect the use of “people first” language and “person-centered” practices,  
· Promote community inclusion and self-determination for individuals with disabilities,  
· Demonstrate efforts “above and beyond” what might typically be expected of its peers, and  
· Lead to systems change or build capacity for services to individuals with disabilities.  

Ms. Rodriguez further MOVED that the Special Committee recommend to the Board that it establish these minimal criteria as guidelines for Board members in making future nominations for Board recognition.  Ms. Toomey SECONDED the motion, which was APPROVED unanimously.  

REVIEW and DISCUSSION OF Nominations:  A thorough discussion involving all Special Committee members of the three nominations made by Board members followed.  Nominations were reviewed individually with respect to the criteria listed above.  At the close of the discussion, the Special Committee Chair called for recommendation motions for each nomination.  A list of nominations indicating those who made or seconded motions follows; specifics of the motions are reserved pending their conveyance to the Board at its December meeting.  

· Ms. Rodriquez MOVED a recommendation to the full Board on the nomination, by Board member Mac McArthur, of Christina Gilley, Chris Burton, Julie Ligon, Cyndi Pitonyak, Johanna Elliott, and Dollie Cottrill, staff of Montgomery County Public Schools, for their roles in envisioning and continuing its inclusive education programs.  Ms. Bishop SECONDED the motion, which was APPROVED unanimously.  
· Mr. Neal MOVED a recommendation to the full Board on the nomination, by Board member Renita Ray, of Taking Action for Special Kids, a nonprofit agency in Tazewell County that provides services to families of children with special needs in Southwest Virginia.  Ms. Toomey SECONDED the motion, which was APPROVED unanimously.  

· Mr. Mays MOVED a recommendation to the full Board on the nomination, by Board member Tim Bass, of Mesa Vista Therapeutics, Inc., a nonprofit provider of therapeutic horseback riding services.  Ms. Toomey SECONDED the motion, which was APPROVED unanimously.  
DISCUSSION OF MEANS OF RECOGNITION:  The Special Committee then proceeded to discuss possible means of recognition.  Mr. Driscoll was asked to provide some examples, including a review of previous ways that the Board had recognized recipients of Board Community Service Awards.  He also pointed out that no funds have been budgeted for recognition activities and any funds approved by the Board would most likely be deducted from funds available for grants.  Committee members agreed that the cost of recognition should be minimized but that it should be done in such a way to call attention both to the good works of those being recognized and to the Board’s mission on behalf of people with disabilities.  

Ms. Rodriguez MOVED that a volunteer delegation of Board members present a certificate, plaque, or other suitable documentation of the Board’s commendation to each recipient of recognition at an existing public meeting, event, or other appropriate venue in their home communities.  Ms. Toomey SECONDED the motion, which was APPROVED unanimously.  
NEXT STEPS:  Mr. Driscoll then reviewed the next steps of the recognition process, including preparation and posting of meeting minutes and the Special Committee Chair’s presentation of its recommendations to the full Board at its December 2, 2009 meeting.  
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the Special Committee Chair called for a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Toomey so MOVED, Mr. Neal SECONDED, and the meeting was adjourned by acclamation at 11:40am.  
Submitted by:  Tom Driscoll, Strategic Planning & Marketing Manager, Virginia Board for People with Disabilities, November 23, 2009.  
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