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Virginia Board for People with Disabilities
Advocacy and Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 
Date:  December 7, 2011 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Dennis Findley, Kelly Hickok, John Kelly (Chairman), Thomas Leach, Carol Lewin, Korinda Rusinyak, Angela Sadsad, and C. J. Tate
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
Chip Coleman, Sharon Drescher 
VBPD STAFF PRESENT:
Barb Dodd, Katherine Lawson, Heidi Lawyer (Executive Director), Rachael Loria, Kara White
CALL TO ORDER:  The Advocacy and Outreach Committee was called to order by Mr. John Kelly at 8:40 a.m.  Mr. Kelly asked the members to introduce themselves and he requested that each member share their respective designations on the VBPD.
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  Mr. Kelly asked for the committee to review the minutes of the committee’s September 14th meeting and requested any corrections. A MOTION for approval was made by Mr. Thomas Leach and was seconded by Mr. C.J. Tate.  The minutes were APPROVED unanimously.  Mr. Kelly asked for the committee to review the minutes of the committee’s October 7th committee meeting and requested any corrections. A MOTION for approval was made by Mr. Leach and seconded by Mr. Tate.  The minutes were APPROVED unanimously.  
REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING: Mr. John Kelly provided an overview of the Executive Committee Meeting held December 6.  He presented a brief overview of the proposed changes to language in the VBPD Grant Manual and indicated that the Executive Committee had recommended approval. Mr. Kelly detailed discussion related to the Executive Director’s report as well. He indicated the Budget was also reviewed during the meeting. 
MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS PROPOSED: Mr. John Kelly reviewed the proposed Mission and Vision statement that the Advocacy and Outreach Committee had approved in their October 7th meeting and reported that during the Executive Committee meeting an amendment had been proposed to eliminate the words “change in” from the beginning of the statement so that the Mission statement would now read: To create a Commonwealth that advances opportunities for independence, personal decision-making and full participation in community life for individuals with developmental disabilities.  Following there was discussion regarding the proposed vision statement and agreement to the following: Virginians with developmental disabilities direct their own lives and choose how they live, learn, work, and play. There was a MOTION for approval by Mr. Thomas Leach and seconded by Ms. Korinda Rusinyak to accept the Mission and Vision statements.   The motion was APPROVED to be recommended to the full board with one abstention from Mr. Dennis Findley. 
REVIEW OF GRANTS AND LIAISON ACTIVITIES:  Ms. Katherine Lawson was asked to review progress toward attaining the goals of the state plan during the last quarter. The following grants were detailed: 
· Using 21st Technology and Skills to Promote Employment Success 
· Creating a Community-Based Network of Virginia Navigator Centers
Ms. Lawson provided a review of the outcomes for the previous five year state plan to include the nature of projects, contracts and outcomes achieved. Ms. Lawson then provided a detailed summary of progress following a review of State Board of Elections (SBE) materials, with particular note of the Virginia Absentee Ballot Application requiring individuals with disabilities to disclosure the nature of their disability in Section 2A of form SBE-701. In a meeting this quarter between VBPD staff and SBE staff, it was agreed that this may be a factor which deters individuals with disabilities from voting. As a result of various discussions, the Board was informed that the SBE Board voted to modify certain provisions with respect to absentee ballot registration process and individuals with disabilities.  It was determined that changes to the absentee balloting process require a code change.  Ms. Heidi Lawyer will continue to pursue the necessary code change through administrative channels. 
SPONSORED PROGRAMS UPDATES:  
Ms. Rachael Loria provided an update of the Partners in Policy Making program (PIP). She explained that one student had to withdraw after moving to another state.  She indicated that some of the national speakers had developed relationships in Virginia’s local community and had been invited to speak locally after coming to the PIP sessions. In January, recruitment will begin for the next class. 
Ms. Kara White provided an update on the 2011 Youth Leadership Forum, which graduated 23 delegates. She described the delegate demographics, evaluation results, and reviewed the work of the four teams which made up the 2011 class. She provided an update on planning for the 2012 YLF program, and indicated that VCU is the prospective site due to the success of the 2011 forum. 
REVIEW OF COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES: 
Ms. Barb Dodd outlined recent communication activities included in the Board Packet. The committee discussed sharing information using social media technologies and outlets on the internet through multiple venues. Ms. Dodd also reported on the strategies she is utilizing for recruitment of potential interns, including contacts with Virginia Commonwealth University, Virginia Tourism, Department of the Treasury, and the Department of Rehabilitative Services. She reported on an internal strategic communications meeting within the agency, the progress toward a Facebook page launch and examination of other social media options. 
REVIEW OF THE STATE PLAN 
Ms. Katherine Lawson shared an update to the committee regarding meetings with staff of the SBE and a proposed outline of activities the SBE may undertake to improve registration of individuals with disabilities noting opportunities to complete an “Annual Application” for absentee voting.  This would help increase the number of individuals with disabilities that vote and would be congruent with objectives in the VBPD state plan.  The Board discussed the importance of making sure people understand that polls must be accessible and that individuals should be able to choose whether they wish to vote in person or by absentee ballot. They also concluded the opportunity to improve outreach and education of populations of individuals with disabilities would be a good fit within the state plan objective. Mr. Thomas Leach made a MOTION that a letter of solicitation to be sent to the SBE for $25,000.00 for the period of one year.  The MOTION was seconded by Ms. Carol Lewin and APPROVED unanimously to be recommended to the full Board.  The Executive Director and the Chair both complemented Ms. Katherine Lawson on her outreach with the SBE and the outcomes she has been able to obtain.
The second item related to a specific state plan Objective, was QA 3-4, “ Establish or strengthen one program for the direct funding of a state wide representative self-advocacy organization led by individuals with developmental and other disabilities.” This is also a requirement of the DD Act. Mr. John Kelly asked the committee to examine the proposed work plan, and the annual budget, within the framework of a sole source contract for the period of one year with Virginia Advocates United Leading Together (VAULT). This self-advocacy organization has formed a non-profit and is awaiting their final notification of their 501(C) 3 status. There was a MOTION to approve the sole source contract with VAULT in the amount of $94,780 for one year pending receipt of 501(c)3 status by Mr. Thomas Leach  and seconded by Mr. Dennis Findley.  The motion was APPROVED unanimously to be recommended to the full Board. Mr. Leach then made a MOTION, which was SECONDED by Ms. Lewin to recommend that the Board authorize advance payment to the organization as necessary as they are a newly formed organization without the infrastructure that an existing organization would have. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED to be recommended to the full board.
Volunteers were requested for the Grant Review team that will meet in early 2012.  John Kelly agreed to serve as an alternate. Volunteers were Ms. Carol Lewin and Mr. Thomas Leach.
There being no further action, there was a MOTION for adjournment by Mr. Thomas Leach, SECONDED by C.J. Tate at 10:45 a.m.   
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