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The Virginia Coalition of Students with Disabilities is disappointed with the proposed revisions
to the Regulations Governing Special Education Services for Students with Disabilities in
Virginia. Our initial assessment of the proposed revisions reveals that few of the changes would
provide benefit to students with disabilities or their families. In fact, the proposed revisions
significantly reduce critical protections and rights of many students.

In particular, we are dismayed by the proposed deletion of several critical elements of Virginia's
long-standing provisions for parental consent. Family involvement, particularly for students with
disabilities, is a critical component for maximizing independence and achieving the educational
goals that Virginia has set forth for every student.

Changes to the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in 2004 reduced some of the
federally required provisions for students with disabilities. When Congress amended IDEA in
2004, students and parents across the country were dismayed by the roll back in long standing
provisions. However, Congress allows States to go beyond the provisions in federal law. In
reducing federal protections, Congress pushed to the States the responsibility of deciding
whether certain rights and provisions would be provided in each State.

Through its previous state regulations, Virginia chose to be a leader in protecting the rights of
students and families and has stood by this principle for many years. As citizens of Virginia, we
must now ensure that the Commonwealth continues to value and respect the provisions in state
regulations that have protected students and families. There is no compelling need to retreat from
the long-standing commitment the Commonwealth has had to students with disabilities.

If all students with disabilities were provided with a free, appropriate public education,
regulations such as these would not be necessary. Until students with disabilities receive the
educational services necessary for them to learn the basic education standards that the Board has
established — and until more students graduate with meaningful diplomas — the current
protections and provisions, including those that go beyond the floor of rights established by
Congress, are necessary. The Commonwealth currently rises above the minimal federal
provisions and must continue to do so. To repeal needed rights and other provisions is wrong.
We ask for your continued commitment to students and their families.

In the coming weeks, students, parents and other advocates will be thoroughly analyzing the
proposed revisions. We will work together to prepare public comment and to share with you the
concerns and needs of families and students with disabilities.

This statement is supported by the following organizations and individuals:



ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORTING COALITION STATEMENT

A Voice for GAP Kids

Access Independence, Inc., Winchester

All About the Children, Powhatan

Appalachian Independence Center, Abingdon

Autism Society of America-Central Virginia Chapter, Richmond
Blue Ridge Independent Living Center, Roanoke
CHADD of Tidewater (Children and Adults with Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder)
Coalition for Hearing Education and Research

Down Syndrome Association of Hampton Roads

Down Syndrome Association of Greater Richmond
Eastern Shore Center for Independent Living, Exmore
Endependence Center, Norfolk

Endependence Center of Northern Virginia, Arlington
Greater Richmond Autism Coalition for Equality

Hired Hands & Associates, Inc., Carrollton

ICON Community Services, Alexandria

Independence Empowerment Center, Manassas
JustChildren, Legal Aid Justice Center, Charlottesville
Junction Center for Independent Living, Norton
Lynchburg Area Center for Independent Living

Pediatric and Adolescent Health Partners, PC, Midlothian
Piedmont Independent Living Center, Danville

Rivers Bend Academy

Shenandoah Valley Autism Partnership

Smart-One, Inc., Newport News

Step by Step Consulting

The Arc of Loudoun

The Arc of the Piedmont, Charlottesville

The Arc of Virginia

The School Home Connection Plan, Stuart

Through the Roof Ministry, Moseley

Tidewater Chapter of the Autism Society of America, Norfolk
Va-Equal-Access-Education, Virginia Beach

Valley Associates for Independent Living, Harrisonburg
VA TASH

Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy

Virginia Organizing Project

Virginia Poverty Law Center, Inc., Richmond



INDIVIDUALS SUPPORTING COALITION STATEMENT

Anne Alferink, Henrico County
Tamara D. Altizer, Midlothian

Carl Anderson, Chesapeake

Joanne G. Angle, Burke

Paige Angle, Charlottesville

Amanda Aquiler, Virginia Beach

Ada Ashley, Stuart

Judy Bailey, Alexandria

Sam and Eunice Bailey, Manakin-Sabot
William Bailey, Norfolk

Yvette Baker, Chesapeake

Shoaib Bakht, Suffolk

Cindy B. Beale, Richmond

Theresa Beck, Chesterfield

Angie Behan, Roanoke

David Beidler, Roanoke

Jennifer Bishop, Midlothian

Sarah Blech, Albemarle County
Denise Bolden, Pulaski

Buckey Boone, Washington County
Anne Boynton, Lynchburg

Carl and Cindy Brakman, Newport News
Brian and Sarah Branch, Richmond
DeTeasa L. Brown

L. Brown, Staunton

Ronald J. Brumleve

JoAnna Bryant, Virginia Beach

Troy and Tammy Burns, Midlothian
Jim and Jess Butler

Mary Butler, Norfolk

Mecca Burns, Earlysville

Jojo and Ping Camano, Virginia Beach
Amy Case, Chesterfield

Christine Childress, Church Road
David and Alicia Childress, Midlothian
Jennifer Childs, Chesterfield

Angela Cimmino, Powhatan

Mary Nell Clark

Pam Clendenen, Virginia Beach

Maria and Robert Cook, Chesterfield
David and Janice Cordell, Alexandria
Melissa and Mark Costanzo, Richmond
Diane Coyle, Midlothian

Mary and Stella Graham-Landau

Paul and Lori Daley, Richmond

Leslie S. Daniel

Sitrenia Danzey, Hopewell

Mr and Mrs. D. Desai

Marge Diaz, Virginia Beach

Jeff and Lyn Dodge, Henrico County
Spring Dolbec, Richmond

James and Deborah Drain

Norma Draper, Hopewell

Emily Dreyfus, Charlottesville

Bill Duncan, Galax

Tiffany B. Eisentrout, Richmond
Richard and Sabrina Ertmann, Virginia Beach
Rich and Kim Elias

Alice Eriavez, Richmond

Vivian Evett, Suffolk

Jennifer Ewan, Virginia Beach

Albert and Christine Farrow

Deirdre Fisher, Virginia Beach

Teri and Dodd Fisher, Powhatan
Wendy L. Fitch

Barbara and Carol Foster, Alexandria
Susan and Rob Foster

Wendy L. Fitch, Suffolk

Dawn Fortin, Chester

Ed Fortin, Chester

James R. Fortune

Laura Catherine D. Fortune

Bill and Shirley Fox, Richmond

Leo A. Freeman, Chesterfield

Michele Freeman, Waynesboro

Patrick and Theresa Fuller, Virginia Beach
Rochelle Garwood, Charlottesville
Lisa Gaylor, Chesterfield County
George Gelnovatch

Teresa and Jody Gonzales, Petersburg
Rosemary Gould, Charlottesville

Mary and Stella Graham-Landau, Richmond
Cheairs Graves, Charlottesville

Reta Gray

Chip and Priscilla Greene, Chesterfield
Harry L. and Mrs. Gewanter, Richmond
Goadhouse Family

Theresa Gray, Quinton



Samantha Gregg, Virginia Beach
Elizabeth Gruber

Eric Gruber

Deborah Kay Rice Gump, Virginia Beach
Peter and Susan Haase, Bowling Green
Ben Hadley-Goggin, Mechanicsville
Gail Hadley-Goggin, Mechanicsville
Craig Hannon, Midlothian

Heather A. Hannon, Midlothian
Rhonda Harley, Virginia Beach

Robert Harris, Jr., Portsmouth

John Harrington, NorfolL

Joseph and Sandra Hermann, Virginia Beach
Malcolm Higgins, Virginia Beach

Judi Hoffman, Spotsylvanis

Lew and Maureen Hollowell, Virginia Beach
Suzanne Hopkins, Scottsville

Mary Horne, Richmond

E. Dennis Horton, Big Stone Gap
Lewis and Susan Horton, Earlysville
Shannon Howe, Richmond

Chuck and Bradford Hulcher, Glen Allen
Eursaline Inge, Charlottesville

Nancy Ingram

Carla T. Isaacs, Charlottesville
Christina Israel, Richmond

Danetta M. Jankosky, Virginia Beach
Latisha Jeffries, Chesapeake

Jodie Johnson, Chesterfield

Joy Johnson, Charlottesville

Debbie M. Jones, Powhatan, Virginia
Sharon D. Jones

Michelle Kalman, Virginia Beach
Jeffrey Katz, Norfolk

Cynthia Kidd, Powhatan

Lorna King

Jeanne Knieriemen, Hopewell

Emily B. Knight, Chesterfield County
Jillian Knorr, Virginia Beach

Paul and Linda Kugelman, Glen Allen
Robert D. Lancaster

Teresa M. Lancaster

Amy R. Lankford, Charlottesville
Cynthia Lantz, Richmond

Lori Levy, Richmond

Shannan Lindhjem

Laura N. Lingo

Jackie Lohman, Abingdon

Brynda Loving-Kotter

Honey Low, Virginia Beach

lan Lowenthal, Spotsylvania

Ralph Lowenthal, Spotsylvania
Denise Madison, Albemarle County
Kitty Mann, Norfolk

Scott and Amy Martin, Stuart
Corinne McGhee, Norfolk
Christopher L McNabb, Blacksburg
Vickie Messick, Newport News
Kate McCoy, Blacksburg

Harry McCoy, Blacksburg

Harry McCoy IV, Blacksburg
Becky McGee, Yorktown

Pamela E. Mcintire, Earlysville
Theresa Zano McMillian, Virginia Beach
Lisa McNerney, Suffolk

Carl Meade, Abingdon

Melissa Meade, Abingdon

Scott Meade, Abingdon

David Mercier, Blacksburg

Lynette Meynig

Erika Mitchell, Shipman

Millicent Morris, Charlottesville
Stephanie Morris

Christine A. Most, Midlothian
Heike Mothershed

Suzanna Myers, Virginia Beach
Terri Myers, Virginia Beach

Kelly Nelson, Fredericksburg

Mary and Boyce Nelson, Alexandria
Ray Nelson, Fredericksburg

Sue Nelson-Sargeant, Spotsylvania
Ruthann Newton, Newport News
Deborah Nickerson, Richmond
Cara L. Nordeen, Virginia Beach
Cassidy and Michelle Norman, Virginia Beach
Dave Norris, Charlottesville

Elaine Ogburn, Richmond

Maureen Oswald, Albemarle County



Nadine Owens, Virginia Beach

Jennifer Peers, Midlothian

Francesca Pinizzotto, Williamsburg

Kathy Pollack, Fairfax Station

Christianne Queiroz, Charlottesville

Travis Reed, Colonial Heights Jackie Reed,

Colonial HeightsHaley Reed, Colonial Heights

Debra Rezendes, Christiansburg
Ann Marie Ries, Burke

Anne and Bob Ritko, Glen Allen
Wesley Robinson, Alexandria
Shirley F. Robbins, Powhatan
Michelle Rocker

Megan Rose, Richmond
Rosemarie Ruiz, Yorktown

Bryan Runion, Yorktown

Jamie Ruppmann, Vienna

Melissa Sanders

Cindy Salomone

Michael Salomone

Marian Sanders, Virginia Beach
Melissa Sanders

Kirsten A. Santianni, Virginia Beach
Rachel Sargeant, Lynchburg
Bekah Sargeant, Fredericksburg
Angela Scarpa, Blacksburg

Anna Schoderbek, Charlottesville
Robert Schoderbek, Charlottesville
Thomas and Robin Sealey, Glen Allen
Leigh A. Sellers, Charlottesville
Jacob Seward, Midlothian
Matthew Sheerin, Henrico County
Jillian Sherman, Henrico

Mitzi Shifflett, Goochland

Paula Shirk

Carrie Shuler

Paul Sigmon, Bowling Green
Jeanne Smith, Hampton

Stacey Smith, Hanover County
Stephen and Elizabeth Smith, Burke
Martha E. Snell, Esmont

Jan Solock, Virginia Beach
Ruthanne Spinnler, Portsmouth
Rose Steele, Glen Allen

Jim and Jodi Stevens, Moseley
Eleanor Stickley, Richmond

Joyce Stratton

Bob Sufficool, Virginia Beach

Mary Jane Sufficool, Virginia Beach
John Sulfaro

Susan Surber, Midlothian

Emily Suski, Charlottesville

Ania Swanson, Richmond

Cindy and Chris Szymonik, Richmond
Dynnette E. Taylor, Chesapeake
Sharon B. Ten, Chesterfield County
Linda Tennant, Richmond

Sheri Tew, Richmond

Nileshkumar Trivedi, Mechanicsville
Gregory C. Townsend, Earlysville
Nancy R. Tubbs, Falls Church

Pat Tyson, Virginia Beach

Terry Valdepena, Virginia Beach
Katrina VanHuss, Hanover County
Linda and Brian Vick, Blacksburg
Janice Vincil, Henrico County
Johnny Walsh, Midlothian

Cheryl Ward, Virginia Beach
Cherrie R. Waxman, Charlottesville
Matthew and Leigh Wear, Mechanicsville
Douglas and Dawn Weber, Chesterfield
Amy W. Whistler, Bristol

Travis White, Richmond

D. Gay White, Richmond

Anne William, Richmond

Nancy Williams, Richmond

Marta and Andrew Wolf, Richmond
Kim Woolf, Richmond

Pete and Pam Wright, Deltaville
Tina Wright, Richmond

John K. Yasnowsky, Midlothian

R. AllisonYoung, Henrico County
Amy and Matt Zurasky, Stafford



